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1 disapgrove, and am vetoing and filing with the Secretary of State Senate
Bill No. 391. Thie bill adds the Lieutenant Governor to membership on the State
Building Commission in place of the Chairman of the Board of Control.

Section 51-b of Article 7II of the Conatitution of Texas creating the Building
Commission provides that its membership skhall consist of the Covernor. the fttorney
General, and the Chalrmoan of the Board of Control. It alseo provides, however, that
e Legislaturs may provide by lavw for some other official to be a member of this
Commission in lieu of the Chairman of the Board of Control, and in the event such
said official has not 2lready been confirmed by the Senate as such state official, he
ehall be so confirmed as a member of the State Building Commicsion in the same
manner that octher state oificials are confirmed. "

While the Cffice of Lizutenant Govarnor is ereated under Article TV of the
Constitution and is technically a part of the execntive branch of government, that
office has historically been moze cloaely aligned to the legislaiive rather than the
exacutive branch of our government. The Lisutenant Coverner presides over the
Senate. He appoints all of the commitiees in the Senate, By process of recognition
of memnbers, he can determine the order of business of the Sevate, ™ the event
of a tie vote in the Senate, he bas the authority to cast a vote whichk is equivalent
to that of any raembey of that iegislative branch.

On the other hand, while it is subject to legislative ¢irection and legislative
appropiration the same a8 any other state agency, the State Building Comamisaion is
clearly a part of the executive pranch of government, Just as a clearly exacujive
officer of our goverament should not direcily participate and vote in the process of
the Legisiatare, Iquestion the wisdam of placing the presiding officer of the Senate
as 2 member of an executive depavtment commission. It is conirary to our wall:
eatablished concepts of separation of powers of government.
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